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What do we expect? 

To have participants acquire elements to make a critical 
reading of the ways in which the discourse of develop-
ment has reached the indigenous peoples of the Colom-
bian Amazon; and so we, the peoples, identify those 
elements from the very perspectives of the development; 
that is to say, about LIFE. 

Why a module about life and development?

Because currently DEVELOPMENT is seriously jeopardizing 
the Amazon region, and such a risk includes its traditional 
inhabitants. The multiple forms of development have 
been embedded in the Amazon under different ways and 
many of them camouflaged under programs oriented to 
the development of non-assertive alternatives when it 
comes to measuring the scope of development in indige-
nous communities.
Analysts - and indigenous peoples – mutually agree that it 
has been a huge mistake to enforce in the region conven-
tional development models (exploitation of resources, 
livestock or monocultures), which have devastated the 
jungle not being aware that the jungle is the body that 
delivers oxygen to the world. El Espectador  (2013).
Because it is required to have indigenous peoples ready to 
analyze and understand why the Colombian State and its 
institutions were absent with respect to the attention to 
the Amazon region; and that this attitude changed when 
the world turned to look at the Amazon as a “pantry” and 
“fund” of natural resources.
The arrival of the State to the Amazon occurred in the 
midst of a lack of knowledge of the realities of the peoples 
with the offer of plans, programs and projects disarticula-
ted with the particularities and expectations of the 
peoples and their cultural principles that guide the survival 
of the peoples and the defense of the territory.
Because for the indigenous peoples of the Colombian 
Amazon to think about development lies in thinking about 
LIFE ITSELF in the present and the future, to protect all 
forms of life that are in the territory and thus ensure their 
physical and cultural survival.

Finally, because it is necessary to recognize how 
they think with regard to LIFE from the different 
dynamics of production and sustainability mana-
ged by the people, how to preserve those Own 
ways of seeing LIFE in order to survive in time and 
defend their territory.

Because leaders must recognize elements for their 
voice in different scenarios when it comes to 
making decisions about policies, plans or 
programs for indigenous peoples; and at a higher 
level, in order to anticipate with its Own measures 
to the purposes of any initiative linked to global 
development.

In this module we will take a journey which starts 
by analyzing these dynamics of the discourses of 
progress and development imposed, so that we 
can finally analyze data related to the progress of 
peoples with tools such as Life Plans and their 
proposal for development from LIFE perspective.
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Progress and development
 (IMPOSED matters and EXTERNAL matters)

Let´s begin by wondering:

a. What is progress?
b. What is development?
c. What are development model? 
d. To whom the development models benefit?
e. Does development have any connection with the Amazon 
Indigenous Peoples?
f. Does it affect them? How?
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What do we seek?

To have students identify the concepts of progress and 
development, and if their arrival in the Amazon indigenous 
territories by way of different models have generated 
impact, tension, and / or benefit.

Let´s begin by defining 

What is Progress?:

The idea of PROGRESS preceded development, it meant 
that societies (countries) could overcome tradition throu-
gh modernization, that is to say, they could be better and 
therefore they progressed, such an idea led to the peoples 
(including many groups of indigenous peoples) to go in 
search of the alleged progress; but what happened was 
that they distanced themselves from their very traditional 
practices and own culture. This was a stage in which many 
groups wanted to stop being seen as backward societies 
due to being rural, and that is why they decided to start 
leaving their own practices. 

Tomado de islamoriente.com

The ideas of progress were:

• Modernity
• Wage employment
• Urbanization
• Industrialization
• Education

So, what is development?

It is a process of economic growth as well as 
economic and social modernization, which 
consists of making structural changes in the 
economy and political, social and cultural institu-
tions, this is with the purpose of seeking as a result 
a higher level of human development, and an 
expansion of capacity and freedom of people. 
Gonzalo (2010)

It is a change of all economic, social, political, 
cultural and ecological order which determines 
whether a society has high levels of production 
expressed in increases of growth rates, and in turn 
they are rendered into better living conditions, 
which allow for better levels of social participation 
and citizen responsibility (Fondo Indígena, 2005 
Pg.12).

Speaking of development implies to take into 
account changes in (3) dimensions:  socio - cultu-
ral, political and economic.

.
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Sociocultural

Political Economic

The indigenous people and development

To better understand the subject, we will work with the following comparison made by Juan Van Kessel, who did 
an analysis of the Andean Economy of the breeding (Andean indigenous peoples) and the modern economy:

3
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DEVELOPMENT ought 
to bene�t society, that´s 
why it must get ready

Somebody has to make 
that decision. (Govern-
ment)

It includes economic 
reforms (taxes, rates) 

ECONOMY OF THE BREEDING MODERN ECONOMY 

Seed Reinvestment 

Foods Consumption 

Festive Consumption Consumption 

Storage and Reserves Reserves  

Food Pantry store (of goods) 

Bartering Sales and Redistribution 

Gifts Insurances and labor costs 

Cult, Breeding Ritual of Sall’a and 
Wak’a1 

Eco-tax 

Payment to the Mother Earth, 
Pachamama2 and  the Hillsides 

Eco-tax 

Empirical Fertilization and simbolics Input 

Food for the mouse, the condor, the fox, 
etc. 

Damage and Losses 

Food for the rain, the wind, the 
hailstorm, and the frosts 

Damage and Losses 
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For Reflection:
If we had to conduct this analysis from the viewpoint 
of the Amazon indigenous peoples, what elements 
would we add?
If we assigned values to each system or way of percei-
ving economy, what would be different?
We will design In groups some categories in order to 
compare the modern economy and the elements of 
the LIFE economy of the indigenous peoples of the 
Amazon.

It is clear that Development has not been able to respond 
to the expectations of society in general, because it has 
focused solely on economic growth. It is assumed that 
Development should render into better living conditions 
for citizens, but in the Colombian case, this is evident that 
the country has grown economically, but at the same time 
inequality is growing exponentially. That is to say, more 
poor people, and less rich people.

Reflecting on development demands from the indigenous 
peoples the understanding of the contexts that nourish 
their advent, what their characteristics are and how deve-
lopment has been perceived in their territories. In the case 
of the Amazon region, for example, with respect to the 
indexes of the unsatisfied basic needs, (UBN) the figures 
provided by development are worrisome, the Bank of the 
Republic of Colombia when referring to the issue points 
out: “Poverty is distributed throughout the country, and in 
the region the situation is as follows:

60.6% Guainía  
54.8% Vaupés
39.9% Guaviare
36% Putumayo

Guainía and Vaupés are the Departments with the 
greatest poverty according to the Bank, compared 
to the national average of 27.7%. " The question 
that arises is, have we – indigenous peoples – been 
asked about how we see Development?

"As indigenous peoples we perceive that we are 
victims rather than actors or beneficiaries of the 
so-called development and the system that raises it. 
In fact, the same categories of development point us 
out or locate us as underdeveloped, poor and margi-
nalized. Likewise, we also feel unequal treatment, 
racism, inequity, imposition on the part of the 
system per se, impediments to materialize our 
vision of the world and exert our life and culture. 
There is even a frontal attack against our existence 
and multiple genocides in our continent. Is it about 
development in general or is it about particular 
conceptions of development the ones that place us 
under this condition? " (Valencia: 2006)

Tomado de: encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/image
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What are Development Models?

These are about the mechanisms how development has been tried to be imposed in different countries worldwi-
de, especially in poor countries. The models in question have been proposed by rich countries and international 
organizations such as the World Bank and the European community. Poor countries by means of their govern-
ments have adopted them as an alternative to improve their economy, and such a decision has led them to make 
available to the world the utilization and exploitation of renewable and non-renewable natural resources of their 
territories implying very serious effects for citizens of these poor countries.

Let´s see the development models with the utmost impact:

To be absolutely modern is to be an ally of your own undertaker.
Milan Kundera, Immortality.

There is not a single form of modernity, but several ones, some of them are unequal and sometimes contradictory.
Modern development does not suppress traditional popular cultures. Néstor García Canclini.

1.Modernizationción

5
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WHAT IT IS ABOUT 

 
ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING THE 

MODEL 

 
CRITICS TO THE MODEL 

 
It is a moment of development in which 
countries prioritize economic growth, 
 
Technology improvement and innovation of the 
industry was proposed. 
 
The ideal scenario  is to become like the 
countries of the north (Europe). 
 
All countries can reach the modernized stage. 
 
In the case of Latin American countries devoid 
of the necessary investments, the exit is to 
receive support in the form of capital, 
technology and experience. 
In Latin America, through the so-called Alliance 
for Progress Plan, in the Colombian case, the 
Imports Substitution Program. 

Society is more productive. 
 
It has higher levels of Education. 
 
Those who need will receive the benefits of 
development. 
 
Functions of institutions have been 
differentiated  
 
The model increases the capacity of its political 
system, by working on identity, legitimacy, 
participation and distribution. 
 
Countries must adopt policy measures for 
development planning. 
 
This constitutes a desirable model, due to the 
scope of modernity. 

Development is not necessarily Unidirectional, nor a 
single model. 
 
This model favors only the development of USA and 
Europe. 
 
Countries ought to follow the ideal models of those 
countries boasting economic prosperity and stability. 
 
It is a lengthy model, mostly based on evolution, 
which will take generations or even centuries to be 
achieved. 
 
The implementation of the model will lead to the 
losses of traditional values that must be replaced by a 
group of modern values. 
 
It is particularly noteworthy in this model factors 
related to social inequality (there was a gap between 
the countries of the North and the rest of the world) 
 
Individualism is strengthened. 

Life and development
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HOW DID MODERNITY IMPACT THE AMAZON REGION?
“Paradise for the devil” or “Green hell”

2. Model of Dependency

6
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Natural rubber 
demand on the part 
of England, France 
and USA. 

Slavery, uprooting and 
extermination Uitoto, Andoque and 
Bora indigenous peoples from the 
region between rivers Caraparaná 
and garaparaná 

An imaginary 
Scenario: The 
Western 
Civilization is the 
only model 

Conflicts between bordering 
countries, Peru and Colombia. 

Roads construction in order to allow 
the arrival of development and 

progress. 

Disarticulation and Destruction of 
original societies. Loss of wisdom 
and traditional knowledge. 

Loss of 18% forested area  

Colonization (subsidies to activities 
conducive to deforestation and 

extensive cattlebreeding) 
Oil extraction in Putumayo and 

Caquetá. Environmental impact on 
waters, soils, forests, and 

vegetation. 
  

! 
WHAT IT IS ABOUT 

 
ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING THE 

MODEL 

 
CRITICS TO THE MODEL 

Proposed by ECLAC (1950), the economic 
growth of Latin America in the 50s or 60s will be 
achieved with the exportation of raw materials. 

The intervention of governments in economic 
management was reduced. 

The "developed" countries put their eyes on the 
underdeveloped countries with the intention of 
exploitation. 

For a country to be developed, it must: 

(1) Design an industrialization policy to 
substitute imports, and 

(2) Guarantee modernization of the rural 
agricultural sector, by means of agrarian 
reforms as well as social security systems. 

The model has its origin in a political decision. 

The blending between public and private is 
sought in order to facilitate consumption, 
employment and investment. 

Become specialized, and to achieve it, must 
get into debt. 

Integrate the region in the world market 
 
Promote a more efficient role of the State at 
internal levels. 
 
It is the Central countries the ones who can 
guide the periphery about how to accomplish 
development. 
 
Industrialization is the mechanism to achieve 
development; this is by creating investment 
platforms and giving priority to national capital. 
 
If workers' wages and salaries are increased, 
higher domestic demand is then generated. 

Development would then have certain degree of 
subordination among nations. 
 
Developing countries ought to get into debt 
processes. 
 
While the developed countries attend to the effects 
of wars, they divert their attention from the countries 
of the periphery, in doing so, they affect such 
countries’ economies. 
 
Dependence is a result of technological industrial 
production. 
 
This school does not furnish evidence of achievements 
in underdeveloped countries. 
 
The bonds created with the transnational 
organizations involve negative effects. 
 
It does not guarantee total autonomy of 
governments. 

Life and development
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HOW DID DEPENDENCE IMPACT THE AMAZON REGION?
Barren Lands 

7

The multilateral bank 
favors the investments 
on resources for oil 
extraction in the 
Amazon. 

 
Abandoned Border 

towns.!

The 
colonization of 
borders arrives 
in the Amazon 

!
Installation of illegality. It means 
punishment, stigmatization, and 
poverty to the region.!
!

Megaprojects for infrastructure 
and power generation, roads´ 
construction to open the pathway 
to the arrival of development and 
progress 

Colonization programs 
advanced by INCORA – 
Colombian Institute for the 
Agrarian Reforn – in Caquetá, 
Putumayo, Meta and Arauca 

Peoples are victims of 
situations of internal 
armed conflict 

Urban centers in the Amazon 
region, whose economic 
growth and social inequality is 

evident 

It reduces investment in 
(education, healthcare, 
services and production 
subsidy). 

Homogenize peoples to 
access technology and 

science issues. 

Ethnic diversity seen as an 
obstacle to development. 

Changes in the way of life, it is necessary 
to live on the banks of the rivers in order to 

access the services of the State. 
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3. Liberal Development – Holistic: 

8
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! 
WHAT IT IS ABOUT 

 
ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING THE 

MODEL 

 
CRITICS TO THE MODEL 

It focuses its proposal on the cultural and 
economic aspects of communication on a 
global scale; it states that: 

Apart from the economic, financial and 
political relations among the countries, there 
are cultural links in the population which are 
mediated by technology. 

Technology leads to the connection of people 
worldwide. 

Technology determines consumption, 
production and growth. 

Countries ought to be more flexible, and thus 
accelerate the movement of capital. 

The economy worldwide is directed by financial 
centers, international banks and securities 
markets. 

In order to connect the globe, it is required to 
create such conditions. 

Global communication systems allow 
interaction - among people, governments - 
and make it more frequent (The Internet). 
 
The new economic order implies structural 
reforms from all countries, which in many cases 
are motivated by communication systems. For 
example, virtual monetary mechanisms. 
 
The state does not play the leading role; it must 
abandon any kind of economic function. 
 
The privatization of companies that provide 
public services is the strategy to allow the free 
market to act. 
 
The new communication patterns affect the 
concept of indigenous peoples within the 
countries. Though, they are not integrated into 
the new system at the proper time they will do it 
indeed. 
It is culture that will dictate the form of social 
and economic structures in each country. 
 
It is possible to reach development is if there is 
access to communication. 

Demonstrations of rejection and unrest expressed by 
social movements. Crisis of human and civil rights. 

Then the mobilization of different groups gain 
momentum given the seriousness of the social 
conditions. 

With this model there is no a social subject on which to 
build a welfare state. 

It is reduced the number of state employees as well as 
in public and private companies, turning them into a 
decreasing group. 

Increase in the contracting under the scope of service 
agreements. 

Changes in the Health and pensions systems. 

informal economy expands. 

Population’s Pauperization of life quality conditions 

The minimum wage is reduced as a result of reforms to 
labor regulations. 

Negative levels of growth and production. 

Life and development
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How Globalization impacted on the Amazon Region
“Fresh water sea”

This is the Model in which the indigenous peoples would 
be integrated from their expectations with regard to 
Development. However, inspite of measures such as the 
recognition of 20 million hectares for indigenous peoples 
as Resguardos, with their very limits and guarantees of 
ownership; the suspension of the Forest Reserve figure of 
the Amazon region - RFA. (Law 2, 1959) for mining activi-
ties. Such a model was the gateway to the entrance to the 
degradation of the forests, as a contribution of the coun-
try to the accelerated process of economic modernization. 
Nowadays the peoples continue to be exposed to the 
particular interests of the private companies due to their 
arrival in the country and under the auspice and protection 
of the governments in power.

2
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Marginal road corridor of 
the jungle, 

Intermodal corridor 
Tumaco - Puerto Asís - 

Belén do Para. 

Changes in the social and 
political organization, new 

Departments 

Crops for illicit usage 
are consolidated as 
the economic form 
of the region 

Construction of the Amazon 
integration axis by means of 

infrastructure policies proposed 
for the Integration of the South 

American Regional 
Infrastructure (IIRSA), conflicts 

between Colombia and Peru.  

Overlapping titles with 
indigenous territories. 

Absence of institutional 
presence, power vacuum, 
control of armed groups 

Implementation of 
monocultures (palm) and 
extensive livestock 

Usage of chemical control, 
´improved / transgenic ´seeds 

and machinery 

Mining rights are awarded in 
Caquetá, Guaviare, Putumayo, 

Amazonas, Guainía, Vaupés, 
Cauca, Nariño, Meta and 

Vichada, Mining 
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4. Sustainable Growth / Sustainable Development

9

 
WHAT IT IS ABOUT 

 
ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING THE 

MODEL 

 
CRITICS TO THE MODEL 

In 1987 the report "Our Common Future" or "Brudtland 
Report" warns that it is in the  hands of humanity to 
ensure that development is sustainable. 

It must be ensured and satisfied the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to satisfy their own needs ". 

In the 70s and 90s, people began to talk about the 
environment in terms of development. 

Modernity causes environmental havoc. (problems of 
deforestation and pollution of the rivers, as well as 
pollution by CO2 emissions). 

A global environmental movement emerges. 

An institutionalism is created at the international and 
national levels with the task of assuming policies. 

The objectives of sustainable development 
understand that in order to accomplish development 
it requires radical changes, focused on meeting the 
needs and quality of life for most of the population by 
means of the responsible use of natural resources. 

 

We are on time to face the damage and 
deterioration of natural resources 

The bond between social and economic 
development is acknowledged and such a 
bond impacts the environment. 

It is possible to count on a model that promotes 
development taking advantage of natural 
resources, in a sustainable manner, and no 
harming their ecosystems. 

The satisfaction of basic needs 

Equal opportunities for harmony as a whole 
with the environment 

The conservation of ecology and biodiversity 
are sensed as a store of value. 

Indigenous Peoples are the main players, given 
the fact that they have demonstrated the 
responsible and sustainable usage of the 
resources of the territory, and this is because 
the relationship between man and nature 
shape the balance of life. 

 

 
The model failed to include Indigenous Peoples 
in the development proposal. 
 
At the beginning it had a conservationist view 
that also included conservation of cultures. 
 
Culture as a resource for the sale of services. 
 
Natural resources become merchandise. 
 
The way how development reached the 
indigenous territories did not take into account 
their particularities, 
 
The State weakened its control role. 
 
The Amazon is paradise. 
 

The new international instruments are not 
respected (169, ILO) 
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What was the Impact of Sustainable Growth on the Amazon Region?
Lungs of the Planet”, Biodiversity Paradise, Natural Traesure

And, now what?

This interpretation of a new "global village" as analysts 
assert led the countries to establish interactions amongst 
the different levels of power, and to the need to identify 
the mechanisms and processes whereby the indigenous 
peoples were affected within such a path to development. 
It is clear that during the models of modernization and 
dependence, the only interest with regard to the indige-
nous peoples was the need to modernize them because 
they represent these traditional societies who restricted – 
according to them – the pace of countries‘ development. 
This is how many of the measures taken by the Latin Ame-
rican countries were the design of strategies to assist 
them initially athwart education and health care models, 
thus inserting them into the logic of development.

From these "inclusive" processes of modern 
societies, the indigenous peoples’ groups enter a 
dynamic in which they must play a role not only in 
the demand for their recognition, but also in 
restraining the accelerated process of loss of their 
practices and knowledge, to which adds up the 
imperative need to articulate their identity and 
cultural processes with a global economy.

The discourse of development has created a new 
environment for the indigenous peoples and it 
raises questioning to the States about how to 
accomplish a standard of living appropriate to the 
expectations that as peoples or communities 
hold. If the proposed logic grants privileges to 
individualism and segregates the collective 
because this traditional practice is an element to 
overcome in order to allow pace to other stages 
of development. 

Furthermore, it is about how to attain development when 
within its indicators, it is precisely the indigenous peoples 
and the Afro-descendant communities the population 
groups that represent the highest poverty rates; besides, 
these groups due to their geographical condition, hold 
difficulties in accessing the programs, policies and State 
services.

For example, in the case of the indigenous peoples the 
western development model has been disastrous for their 
survival, given that it contradicts the founding principles of 
the relationship such peoples have intertwined with 
nature and vice versa.

In this very sense, the indigenous peoples may not be fully 
integrated into the new communication circuits proposed 
by globalization, their integration into modernity requires 
strategies that on the one hand guarantee their cultural 
survival, but also their access on equal terms to the bene-
fits of development, by means of interculturality and their 
participation in the definition of development objectives.

Globalization proposes gradual transformations, that is 
say, gradually adapt to innovations; however, this cannot 
lead that systems of values, beliefs and identity patterns, 
as key aspects to understand the social dynamics of indige-
nous peoples’ groups during the adaptation process to be 
violated or transgressed

An element to be analyzed in such dynamics of develop-
mental inclusion vis-à-vis the indigenous peoples’ groups 
has to do with the intervention of their territories, this 
practice has been so evident that a large proportion of the 
theories of development have involved expansionist 
processes of commercial agriculture, which has directly 
affected to the founding element of their existence: THE 
TERRITORY. These and other measures such as commer-
cial fishing, trading of native species, and extensive cattle 
breeding have generated migrations of indigenous 
peoples in many countries. This is in addition to the pressu-
re on their lands for the exploitation of natural resources, 
a practice that nowadays supports a large part of the Latin 
American extractive economies.

The Amazon peoples have participated in the 
development markets for both, collective and 
individual sustenance. In addition to this, and 
relative to organizational terms, they have taken 
a step forward of political, regional, national and 
international incidence. However, those options 
related to technological development, economic 
and social relationships that shows off the 
non-Amazon world, have slowly absorbed their 
culture and at the same time imposing a different 
culture; that is to say, that the idea of accumula-
tion of money, of materialism has led to carry out 
practices that attack nature and its biodiversity as 
a whole.

10
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Interest of multiple and powerful 
national and global economic 
forces. The region is one of the last 
extractive borders of the planet. 

Reasearch increased by the 
academy and by NGOs 

Bad Management of 
the region 

Offer of projects, programs, 

plans 

The bonanzas of both, legal 
and illegal timber exploitation 
in Amazonas, Caquetá and 
Putumayo 

Natural resources turn into a 
means to generate wealth. 

Division of the Amazon Region 
into oil blocks, forestry 
concessions, mining 

concessions, among others. 

Global warming, CO2 emission, 
pollution, fresh water shortage, 

deforestation, etc.  
 
 

Growing interest in the 
exploitation of renewable 

and non-renewable natural 
resources 

Institutions such as corporations. 
Lack of knowledge with respect 
to the traditional environmental 
authority, CDA Corpoamazonia   

Military and media presence under 
the pretext of the fight against drug 

trafficking and terrorism 

Growing presence of 
transnationals 

engaged in tourism 
activities 
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And, now what?

This interpretation of a new "global village" as analysts 
assert led the countries to establish interactions amongst 
the different levels of power, and to the need to identify 
the mechanisms and processes whereby the indigenous 
peoples were affected within such a path to development. 
It is clear that during the models of modernization and 
dependence, the only interest with regard to the indige-
nous peoples was the need to modernize them because 
they represent these traditional societies who restricted – 
according to them – the pace of countries‘ development. 
This is how many of the measures taken by the Latin Ame-
rican countries were the design of strategies to assist 
them initially athwart education and health care models, 
thus inserting them into the logic of development.

From these "inclusive" processes of modern 
societies, the indigenous peoples’ groups enter a 
dynamic in which they must play a role not only in 
the demand for their recognition, but also in 
restraining the accelerated process of loss of their 
practices and knowledge, to which adds up the 
imperative need to articulate their identity and 
cultural processes with a global economy.

The discourse of development has created a new 
environment for the indigenous peoples and it 
raises questioning to the States about how to 
accomplish a standard of living appropriate to the 
expectations that as peoples or communities 
hold. If the proposed logic grants privileges to 
individualism and segregates the collective 
because this traditional practice is an element to 
overcome in order to allow pace to other stages 
of development. 

Furthermore, it is about how to attain development when 
within its indicators, it is precisely the indigenous peoples 
and the Afro-descendant communities the population 
groups that represent the highest poverty rates; besides, 
these groups due to their geographical condition, hold 
difficulties in accessing the programs, policies and State 
services.

For example, in the case of the indigenous peoples the 
western development model has been disastrous for their 
survival, given that it contradicts the founding principles of 
the relationship such peoples have intertwined with 
nature and vice versa.

In this very sense, the indigenous peoples may not be fully 
integrated into the new communication circuits proposed 
by globalization, their integration into modernity requires 
strategies that on the one hand guarantee their cultural 
survival, but also their access on equal terms to the bene-
fits of development, by means of interculturality and their 
participation in the definition of development objectives.

Globalization proposes gradual transformations, that is 
say, gradually adapt to innovations; however, this cannot 
lead that systems of values, beliefs and identity patterns, 
as key aspects to understand the social dynamics of indige-
nous peoples’ groups during the adaptation process to be 
violated or transgressed

An element to be analyzed in such dynamics of develop-
mental inclusion vis-à-vis the indigenous peoples’ groups 
has to do with the intervention of their territories, this 
practice has been so evident that a large proportion of the 
theories of development have involved expansionist 
processes of commercial agriculture, which has directly 
affected to the founding element of their existence: THE 
TERRITORY. These and other measures such as commer-
cial fishing, trading of native species, and extensive cattle 
breeding have generated migrations of indigenous 
peoples in many countries. This is in addition to the pressu-
re on their lands for the exploitation of natural resources, 
a practice that nowadays supports a large part of the Latin 
American extractive economies.

The Amazon peoples have participated in the 
development markets for both, collective and 
individual sustenance. In addition to this, and 
relative to organizational terms, they have taken 
a step forward of political, regional, national and 
international incidence. However, those options 
related to technological development, economic 
and social relationships that shows off the 
non-Amazon world, have slowly absorbed their 
culture and at the same time imposing a different 
culture; that is to say, that the idea of accumula-
tion of money, of materialism has led to carry out 
practices that attack nature and its biodiversity as 
a whole.

Planning for abundance
 (The appropriated matters)

Let´s begin by asking about Planning

a. What is planning? 
b. What is abundance according to the 
Amazon peoples and communities?
c. Does my organization or people count on a 
written life plan? 
d. How do we devise planning in the interest 
of the common welfare system of the Amazon 
peoples?
e. What is it about when talking about Life 
Plans?
f. What do you think is or must be the 
approach regarding life plans?

What do we search?

To be clear about what planning is, what life plans 
are, what its foundation and vision are; to genera-
te reflections about the policies pursued by the 
State for indigenous peoples, and, to advocate 
for the survival of peoples and defense of the 
territory.
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Let´s begin by acknowledging what planning is
 
Planning is to build strategies to attain the materialization 
of collective aspirations with the purpose of achieving 
physical and cultural well-being. It means that planning for 
the Amazon indigenous peoples is to think in pursuit of 
continued existence in relation to Mother Nature; that is 
to say, the relationship between ecology (conservation), 
the social, knowledge and the spiritual; they delineate life 
to prevent, protect and heal the territory, the environment 
as well as knowledge. The forms of planning are focused 
from the worldview and for the Amazon peoples, they 
must respond to variables according to the territorial and 
cultural context

Within the Amazon way of thinking, to plan is to think in 
pursuit of the collective social welfare, in which it should 
strengthen the permanence and protection of knowledge, 
according to the following criteria:
• To organize thoughts and actions with respect to the 
management of the territory and achieve "living well" 
"one cannot handle what one ignores about", this is accor-
ding to the indigenous authority
• To strengthen decision-making spaces as an alternative 
to take care of life, culture and defense of the territory
• To take care of biodiversity, environmental services

The integrality in planning for abundance is the 
fundamental aspect, to have aspirations - connec-
ted to the different worlds in accordance with the 
way of thinking of every single peoples – is to 
protect nature, because this is determined by the 
leader Hernando Castro of the Uitoto people:

"The world is like a spider's web. Everything is 
linked and the day it breaks, that day we cease to 
exist. That is why resistance in the management of 
knowledge exists. The sacred sites are just to be 
protected, they are not to be exploited and it is 
according to the origin sites of each clan, such 
locations ought to be protected"

Conclusion

To plan is part of the daily life of the Amazon 
people, planning is based on the cosmovision of 
each peoples, it considers space and time, it is 
tidy, detailed and comprehensive.
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COMMON INDIGENOUS WELFARE 
SYSTEM 

 
(Life Plans for Peoples) 

It is to plan for the physical and cultural 
continued existence of the peoples. To be able 
to strengthen the identified elements needed 
by them. 
1. Chagra (social responsibility, food 
autonomy 
2. Knowledge and special handling (hunting, 
fishing) 
3. Sustainable production (collective income) 
4. Own research 
5. Usage, handling and control of territory 
6. Strategies for protecting the system 
(patents, satellites)  
!
!
!

INDIGENOUS SOCIAL 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

 
(Abundance Plan per organization) 

It is related to the planning that involves 
indicators’ allocation as well as resources 
in order to respond to short and midterm 
aspirations. 
1. Education 
2. Environmental management 
3. Administrative 
4. Technology 
5. Social order (healthcare, legislative) 
 
 
 
 
!
!

Spiritual 
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What are Life Plans? 

The discussion about Life Plans begins in the 90's and it 
seeks to address a way to solve the social crisis and 
demand concrete actions on the part of the State towards 
indigenous peoples, and this is within the framework to 
this scenario and over the years, different versions were 
provided with respect to what a Life Plan is and the axes 
such a plan should contain, since NGOs, national and some 
regional institutions, environmental corporations such as 
CDA, CORPOAMAZONIA and others, had their own version 
to formulate plans of life, because this subject became a 
benchmark on what the indigenous peoples want, desire, 
and propose in order to accomplish their collective social 
welfare. However, in the end such plans just responded to 
the interests of the donor, to the considerations of the 
professionals who supported the work, but they did not 
respond to the own initiative of the indigenous peoples 
and the matter in question was far from satisfying what 
was mandated by the creator father.

This concept about Life Plans transcended to international 
spheres and that is how countries such as Bolivia, Peru and 
Ecuador, among others, began to discuss the issue and 
also to formulate their very Life Plans.

Did indigenous peoples agree on the Life Plan?  

According to a diagnosis conducted by the Presidential 
Program for the indigenous peoples, it determined that 
the existing life plans did not correspond to the mandates 
of the Law of Origin; such plans lacked a horizon indicating 
where the people should head to. that is why some 
peoples or organizations such as the Cofa People and the 
AZICATCH Association overhauled the first Life Plan docu-
ments, setting as core aspects those regarding spirituality, 
narrations and nocturnal meetings with the traditional 
authorities, to achieve a draft document. That said, it 
ought to be from the very cosmovision and ancestral 
principles that govern the peoples.

Life Plans from The Own Matters 

Within the forms of planning of the indigenous 
peoples, we find life plans governed by the laws 
of origin as well as the cultural principles of each 
indigenous peoples. They are designed in an 
orderly fashion, through a series of dialogues 
with elders and traditional people who, under the 
living principles of the peoples, guide the 
elements and steps to be taken for its construc-
tion under the understanding that they are oral, 
organic, collective and participatory. in order to 
survive physically and culturally as peoples

Conclusion 
 
The Life Plan is a tool that is promoted through 
reflection, it contains perception of its own social, 
cultural and economic dynamics, which someti-
mes in turn allows them to make decisions in 
order to strengthen their political and administra-
tive autonomy. Such a Life Pan seeks its own 
development based on its principles, culture and 
identity with clear programs as well as clear 
projects of "planning actions based on the needs 
and detected potentials on the part of the players 
... it is a development from within ..." in topics 
such as health, education, environmental regula-
tion and technology, among others. (Indigenous 
development, indigenous fund)

In the different dissertations about life plans, we 
have heard about full life and the abundance plan 
(for those peoples like-minded about Tobacco, 
Coca and Cassava, such elements are sensed as 
abundance plans), that is why we will consider 
the following table:
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Consideration: 

Indigenous cultures in Latin America have developed 
according to their cosmovisions, as well as territorial and 
social conditions. Each time has gradually determined the 
changes as a product of the interventions of other cultural 
elements. It needs clarifying that such a situation has 
depended on the strength of their very identity. In terms 
of planning as a strategy in order to draw the community 
pathway for continuance, it has just become a mere deve-
lopment plan with budgets and projects, however, plans 
for abundance or life ought to respond more to the cons-
truction of their own policies in terms of Chagra, and archi-

tecture among others. Such a thing does not 
mean that the development plans are wrong, 
since it depends on the focus and objective with 
which they are embodied in the short and med 
term. Lastly, the administrative development 
plans forwarded by the public corporations 
where indigenous peoples dwell ought to keep in 
mind aspects related to effective participation 
throughout the stage of participatory planning, 
execution and monitoring. All the strategies, 
programs and projects will be posed according to 
the life plans of each peoples.
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Full Life Abundance Plan 

While "living well" is an approach of political, 
philosophical order regarding full life, good 
living, and community living, which 
denounces capitalism, extractive industries, 
excessive development, for implementation 
as such. 
For its part, the Coordinator of Indigenous 
Organizations of the Amazon Basin (COICA), 
defines that the Amazon vision of "living well" 
is expressed in "full life". "Full life" is 
understood as a close relationship with the 
territories, by breathing and living beneath 
the trees, with nature and water running 
freely; by listening to male and female 
elders as well as the mountains; managing 
intracultural approaches of indigenous 
peoples and interculturality with knowledge 
dialogues with every single society of the 
world; by opening word circles in order to 
resume true learning, returning to the spirits 
of the jungle to find the joy of inner peace 
and maintain pride in one's own identity. 
Visions about development p112 

Abundance plans are alternatives to 
development plans that have a discourse 
to be implemented, given the fact that 
they are elaborated from knowledge itself 
and the needs of the peoples and 
communities who require them, it gives 
more value to the land. 

To materialize in concrete stuffs, 
permanent satisfaction, on the basis of the 
tangible and intangible needs of 
indigenous peoples, to seek spiritual 
balance, through this it is sought the 
improvement of living conditions of 
communities and the Amazon peoples 

"Abundance is the total satisfaction and 
continuance over time with regard to 
tangible and intangible needs of the 
inhabitants of the Chorrera area, in the 
exercise of their autonomy and its 
manifestation in the balance of the 
instance that constitutes their world" 
(figure) Gil Faredkatde, Paola Quiroga 
2006 
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a. We have had the experiences of participating in the 
formulation of life plans. Of what indigenous people? Who 
or what institution coordinated it?
b. Let's review the plans (life plan, safeguard, governance, 
abundance plan) and let´s identify the differences of every 
one of them and then let´s make the corresponding analy-
ses
c. What could be the most appropriate concept for life plans
d. Let´s mention strategies for continued existence that 
must be contained within the life plans

Within the development framework. How do institutions 
see us? 

Activity.
he following questions shall be discussed in study groups

Lie
(The own matters)

Let´s begin by wondering 

Are indigenous peoples capable of carrying out their own 
way of overcoming poverty and increasing their well-being 
in the sense of wellness?
What has happened to the traditional ways of managing and 
using resources?
What do the indigenous peoples of the Amazon call the 
management of their "resources"? What are the principles of 
such management for the Amazon indigenous peoples?
What are the means for the sustainment and continued 
existence of Amazon life?
Does the Own way of management differ from the models of 
development that have reached the region?

What do we seek? 

To conceptualize and argue how We, the Amazon indige-
nous peoples have from our very cosmovision, our own 
ways of solving physical, spiritual, social, and ecological 
needs. This is from our relationship with nature.

“Everything said by the Elder is of spiritual, ecological, 
supportive and communal character”. It does not rely upon 

a monetary compensation, it´s rather a way of living 
harmoniously with each other, with nature and the spiritual 

beings”
.Gil Faredkatde

Is there a concept of Amazon indigenous 
economy?

This idea of enforced economy to the indigenous 
peoples by means of the dynamics of progress 
and development conflicts with the viewpoint of 
the peoples insofar as it goes beyond an econo-
mic perspective. For the peoples the fact of 
thinking "their economy" or “their development" 
also has to do with innovating, in achieving better 
alternatives and conditions of life, in connection 
with the spiritual, the social and the territory.

The model of indigenous economy has changed 
through the times and have led to different moda-
lities or ways of practicing them, due to the 
change of life and the different dynamics coming 
as alternatives to the territory; for the indigenous 
peoples of the Amazon, stand out three concepts 
of economy:

a. "Reciprocity and exchange” are presented in 
every daily action of the indigenous peoples, 
both, in human beings, as well as in the “spiritual 
owners", and they are based on “payment and 
return, gratification or gratitude ... " To ask 
permission to the spiritual beings, in order to 
make use of the nature resources (hunting, 
fishing, doing the chagra)

b."Thankfulness, gratitude or gratification, 
powerful concept that governs the exchange 
amongst all the beings of nature ... it ought to be 
rewarded in equal or greater amount the benefits 
received." That is an outstanding practice trans-
mitted by means of narration with the purpose of 
being grateful for the individual and collective 
benefits received and to maintain man and natu-
re´s balance.

c."Living well or good living is related to the 
previous ones, because you live well when you 
meet the rules of resource management and their 
“spiritual owners” . 

That said, when money entered the Amazon region as a 
means to acquire goods, the interests and needs of the 
peoples changed, and the thought was focused on trying 
to get money in order to "live better than before", they 
began to hunt, fish and cultivate for commercial purposes. 
Under the imposed imagery of consumption, interesting 
transformations play their role with the purpose of deepe-
ning for the indigenous men and women, and especially 
for today’s indigenous youth.

However, communities and peoples such as Yanaconas 
and Ingas of Putumayo as well as others located in the 
Andean region, still handle the exchange of products, 
seeds and others, by way of Barter. Although they have 
strengthened, the economy systems have supported 
Chagras or orchards so as not to buy in the market they 
distribute the seeds with the neighboring or known fami-
lies so that such seeds won’t become extinct.

 2 Tropembos Colombia. Carlos Rodríguez

When we talk about development from the very 
Own, it refers to continuing the legacy and the 
opportunity to continue with what the creator 
father entrusted to us. It seeks to maintain the 
balance of life with everything that surrounds it, it 
is to maintain the essence, the identity, in every 
step necessary to fulfill existence; from the other 
viewpoint, life is basically to overcome the 
current state, climb every step of life with the 
conviction of improving every day, to be better 
and better compared to others who are in the 
same condition.
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What do we seek? 

To conceptualize and argue how We, the Amazon indige-
nous peoples have from our very cosmovision, our own 
ways of solving physical, spiritual, social, and ecological 
needs. This is from our relationship with nature.

“Everything said by the Elder is of spiritual, ecological, 
supportive and communal character”. It does not rely upon 

a monetary compensation, it´s rather a way of living 
harmoniously with each other, with nature and the spiritual 

beings”
.Gil Faredkatde

Is there a concept of Amazon indigenous 
economy?

This idea of enforced economy to the indigenous 
peoples by means of the dynamics of progress 
and development conflicts with the viewpoint of 
the peoples insofar as it goes beyond an econo-
mic perspective. For the peoples the fact of 
thinking "their economy" or “their development" 
also has to do with innovating, in achieving better 
alternatives and conditions of life, in connection 
with the spiritual, the social and the territory.

The model of indigenous economy has changed 
through the times and have led to different moda-
lities or ways of practicing them, due to the 
change of life and the different dynamics coming 
as alternatives to the territory; for the indigenous 
peoples of the Amazon, stand out three concepts 
of economy:

a. "Reciprocity and exchange” are presented in 
every daily action of the indigenous peoples, 
both, in human beings, as well as in the “spiritual 
owners", and they are based on “payment and 
return, gratification or gratitude ... " To ask 
permission to the spiritual beings, in order to 
make use of the nature resources (hunting, 
fishing, doing the chagra)

b."Thankfulness, gratitude or gratification, 
powerful concept that governs the exchange 
amongst all the beings of nature ... it ought to be 
rewarded in equal or greater amount the benefits 
received." That is an outstanding practice trans-
mitted by means of narration with the purpose of 
being grateful for the individual and collective 
benefits received and to maintain man and natu-
re´s balance.

c."Living well or good living is related to the 
previous ones, because you live well when you 
meet the rules of resource management and their 
“spiritual owners” . 

That said, when money entered the Amazon region as a 
means to acquire goods, the interests and needs of the 
peoples changed, and the thought was focused on trying 
to get money in order to "live better than before", they 
began to hunt, fish and cultivate for commercial purposes. 
Under the imposed imagery of consumption, interesting 
transformations play their role with the purpose of deepe-
ning for the indigenous men and women, and especially 
for today’s indigenous youth.

However, communities and peoples such as Yanaconas 
and Ingas of Putumayo as well as others located in the 
Andean region, still handle the exchange of products, 
seeds and others, by way of Barter. Although they have 
strengthened, the economy systems have supported 
Chagras or orchards so as not to buy in the market they 
distribute the seeds with the neighboring or known fami-
lies so that such seeds won’t become extinct.

When we talk about development from the very 
Own, it refers to continuing the legacy and the 
opportunity to continue with what the creator 
father entrusted to us. It seeks to maintain the 
balance of life with everything that surrounds it, it 
is to maintain the essence, the identity, in every 
step necessary to fulfill existence; from the other 
viewpoint, life is basically to overcome the 
current state, climb every step of life with the 
conviction of improving every day, to be better 
and better compared to others who are in the 
same condition.

Life is a cycle based on spirituality, ancestral knowledge and the living being relation with 
nature in order to keep its balance.

Students of the Milk Lagoon Afinity of OPIAC Schoo

Illustration about life, taken from OPIAC School archive
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After reading and observing the images, let's reflect on the following 
What kind of "development" is what we want? 
A consumer society? Do we want the Amazon Peoples to be 
producers? 
What to do in the middle of this historical moment where collective 
relations have diminished? 
What to do with those technological resources we have today? 

Adapt? Stay in my community? 

Total dependence on the market threatens the physical and 
social reproduction of indigenous communities. A common 
strategy is to maintain a combination of traditional economic 
activities that provide food and materials for daily life altogether 
with new productive strategies to ensure the "luxury" items which 
are gotten through the market. But subsistence strategies must 
be consciously reappraised, by both, the government and 
communal organizations. 
The social reproduction of an indigenous people also depends 
on how successful the communities are in preserving their 
autonomy and identity in the process of economic 
development ... 
COICA 1995. P.31 
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What is life for the Amazon Peoples?

Life is light, it is the very existence of man and everything 
that surrounds it, it is the dawn, the blossom of life, it is 
when the darkness is left, when sadness is set aside, when 
the song of the birds begins, it is the morning dew, is the 
materialization of all the above and the expression of joy. 
In the words of leader Tomas Román of the Uitoto people 
is: Komuiya uai (word reborn, word of life).

It is the starting point of the existence of every being 
inhabiting the universe, which fulfills a mission entrusted 
to it by the creator father and, from the very word of the 
elders, it is transmitted from generation to generation. 
This word marks the strength of the sacred, spiritual and 
physical, as a foundation for the balance and continued 
existence of the Amazon peoples.

In the words of the indigenous leader Fiagama "life is 
based on the Ancestry and along with spirituality leads us 
to the construction of knowledge ... which is necessary to 
make sense of what is done and transmitted in the daily 
work in favor of existence and permanence in the univer-
se". This life is based on the territory, the air (from where 
life is projected in the body) and nature.

Life seen from the students of the tobacco affinity of the 
OPIAC school, "it is everything that comprises the 
territory, shaped by the creator father, who leaves a 
mission to work on the territory, takes care of it and 
protects it. At the same time for the ancestors, tobacco is 
spirituality, balance, wisdom and harmony to know how to 
live, subject to Mother Earth, which is reflected as a strong 
pillar of life, since we are born from the earth, oriented in 
every sense from a principle to an end that strengthens 
the survival of the indigenous peoples of the Colombian 
Amazon. "

It is about growing, and overcoming what we live and we 
aim at, it is the pathway that nature indicate us, because 
what one sows grows and that is the pathway, always with 
the purpose of protecting the jungle, rivers, air, everything 
that is alive. Its purpose is not aimed at economic profit, its 
purpose is to maintain the balance of man with nature for 
the defense of the territory and the continued existence of 
the peoples in their territories.

Conocimientos
ancestrales

TerritorioNaturaleza

Life components identified by the OPIAC School students

What do other peoples say about life?

"In the cosmovision of the indigenous societies, 
in the understanding of the meaning that life has 
and must have for the people, there is no such a 
concept of “development”. That is to say, there 
is no conception of a linear process of life that 
establishes an earlier or later state, specifically, 
about underdevelopment and development, a 
dichotomy that people must go through in order 
to achieve well-being, as it is the case of Western 
world. There aren’t either concepts of wealth 
and poverty determined by the accumulation and 
lack of material goods [...] there is a holistic vision 
about what the goal or mission should be for all 
human effort, which is to seek and create the 
material and spiritual conditions in order to build 
and maintain the 'good living', which is also 
defined as 'harmonic life', which in languages 
such as the runa shimi (quichua) is defined as the 
'allinkáusai' or 'súmackáusai'3 

3Carlos Vitari (citado en Trapnell, 2005 por Vigil, 2007), 
Visiones de desarrollo p 109
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Life seen from development is:

Conclusion

In conclusion, we can say that notwithstanding the word 
"development" does not exist for the Amazon peoples, it 
is an exercise that is part of a life process that seeks 
spiritual, personal, social, cultural and collective growth; in 
other words, the making of a path that is built from the 
vision of each people and / or clan to continue living in their 
worldview, in time and space.

Similarly, we conclude by redeeming the fact that the 
Amazon people conceive the development from them as 
indigenous peoples and for them as indigenous peoples, 
because knowledge, tradition and culture, represent for 
them the greatest wealth to follow in agreement with 
their interests, desires and in defense of their life and the 
territory.

The difference between paradigms or models of develop-
ment with the way of life of the indigenous peoples is that 
the indigenous is in connection with the spiritual and he or 
she becomes part of nature rather than being the center, 
while the other vision has constituted the man as the 
center of everything. That is why only rights have been 
created for humans, ignoring, risking and destroying natu-
ral life.

“Nature’s message has to do with its care or 
conservation, given that the territory was granted 
so that every generation could live well; in other 
words, it corresponds with the basic concept of 
sustainable development: “to use resources in 
such a way that future generations might be able 
to enjoy such resources as well.” 
Carlos Rodríguez

Now it is in the hands of the indigenous peoples 
to strengthen (or in cases where it has been lost: 
to recover), the practices of ancestral or traditio-
nal development in order to maintain the life of 
nature; hence, humanity and other beings will 
continue their existence. All of this without 
ignoring the tools that can facilitate the consoli-
dation of life and self-development, based on 
concrete and concerted actions with culturally 
diverse societies, in agreement with the reality 
of the territories and in relation to nature.

It is decisive that we always ask ourselves where 
we are going as peoples, as an indigenous 
collective and community, in such a changing 
world whose purpose is to turn us more depen-
dent on a developmentalist system that has 
gradually arrived and it is a reality taking place in 
indigenous territories.

As a Reflection …
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Life – Indigenous Peoples Life – others 

Spirituality 

Essence 

Balance 

Maturity 

Identity 

Knowledge 

Nature 

Challenges 

Better living 

decent condition 

Goals 

Achievements 

Resources 
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